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Abstract:

During 2004 and 2005, Florida was struck by 8 hurricanes, resulting in 213 deaths. The Department of
Health and Florida medical examiners monitor hurricane mortality surveillance. This study analyzed
hurricane-related deaths reported by the Florida Medical Examiners Commission for 2004 to 2005. The
objectives of this study were to (1) describe the Florida hurricane-related mortality for 2004 and 2005, (2)
accurately characterize the hurricane-related deaths, and (3) identify strategies to prevent or reduce future
hurricane deaths. For 2004, there were 144 total hurricane-related deaths. The majority (59%) occurred in
the postimpact phase, with accidents accounting for 76% of deaths. Among these, over half were caused by
trauma, followed by drowning, other injury, electrocution, and carbon monoxide poisoning. For 2005, there
were 69 hurricane-related deaths. Sixty-one percent of deaths occurred in the postimpact phase, with
accidents accounting for 86% of all deaths. Among these, over half were due to trauma, with drowning and
carbon monoxide poisoning being the other major contributors. Most hurricane-related deaths are due to
unintentional injury and therefore, preventable. Seventy-nine percent of deaths are in those aged 40 and
older. Prevention messages should target high-risk, postimpact activities, especially in older adults.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1097/PAF.0b013e318175dd5e

Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Public

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content

Exposure : &
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event
Extreme Weather Event: Hurricanes/Cyclones
Geographic Feature: &
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Ocean/Coastal
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
United States
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Injury
Intervention: X
strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health
A focus of content
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: @
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Children, Elderly, Racial/Ethnic Subgroup
Other Racial/Ethnic Subgroup: Black non-Hispanic;Hispanic
Other Vulnerable Population: Males;Chronic illness
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Research Article
Timescale: @
time period studied
Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
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resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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